
Final Y-12 SWEIS
Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance
Oak Ridge, TN
Page 15 of 25

G-210

Comment No. 15(cont.)   Issue Code: 05
Section A.3.1.2 describes the storage of lithium hydride and lithium
deuteride billets. Lithium hydride and lithium deuteride billets are
sealed in a thin stainless steel can and transferred to lithium storage
within the lithium operations facilities. 

Comment No. 16    Issue Code: 05
Concentrations of chlorinated volatile organic compounds (VOCs) in
the groundwater in the vicinity of Y-12 source areas have remained
relatively constant or have decreased slightly since 1988.  In 1999, the
highest concentrations of dissolved chlorinated solvents (about 7.7
mg/L) were found at the Waste Coolant Processing Area.  EM has
implemented a project to address the “East End VOC plumes.”  The
purpose of the project is to mitigate off-site migration by installing a
pump-and-treat system (installed and operating in 2000), and
conducting an “Innovative Treatment Remediation Demonstration” to
provide information for conceptualization of insitu remediation and
bioremediation for the East End VOC plumes.

Comment No. 17    Issue Code: 07
The commentor’s initial observation was correct and a further review
of the analysis resulted in the new values presented in Table E.3.2-2 of
the Final SWEIS.  The title of Table E.3.2-3 has also been changed to
indicate “Carcinogenic” rather than “Noncarcinogenic.” The
information presented in Table E.3.2-1 in Section E.3.2 is based on
screening results to determine which HAPs were potential chemicals
of concern. Cadmium and other hazardous chemicals are monitored
and reported in the ORR Annual Site Environmental Report.   The
levels are generally lower than the regulatory standards.  Airborne
emissions estimates, based on modeled concentrations, are
conservative estimates of the airborne concentration. Consequently, the
associated worker and public health risks are also conservative which
is in keeping with EPA risk assessment paradigm. The airborne
emissions data are considered representative of nonradionuclides under
the No Action - Planning Basis Operations Alternative at Y-12. Using
the chemical inventory to determine airborne emissions is conservative
and likely overestimates 
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Comment No. 17 (cont.)       Issue Code: 07
emissions expected when Y-12 restarts the remaining operations from
the 1994 stand-down because of the assumption that all facilities
would operate at 2,000 hours per year, and 100 percent of the
purchased chemicals would be released to the atmosphere from the
facilities.
 
Comment No. 18        Issue Code: 16
The SWEIS analyzes impacts for the overall Y-12 mission (No Action
- Planning Basis Operations) and the construction and operation of
new facilities for the HEU Materials Mission and Special Materials
Mission at Y-12.  Impacts on the environment and health and safety
from current operations, and the effects of past releases are included
under the No Action - Status Quo Alternative. Impact analysis
included a classified data source review which is not detailed in the
SWEIS. 

Comment No. 19  Issue Code: 12
Currently, Y-12 stores liquid LLW and mixed LLW for treatment and
disposal. Solid LLW is currently stored pending ORR availability of
off-site or planned on-site disposal facilities. Solid mixed LLW is
shipped to ETTP for incineration and off-site commercial vendors for
treatment and disposal. Section 4.11 describes DOE’s approach to the
management of waste including waste generated at Y-12. The Waste
Management PEIS (DOE/EIS-0200-F) analyzed the impacts of
managing five types of waste generated at a number of DOE sites
including ORR. ORR manages TRU, LLW, mixed LLW and
hazardous waste. In managing these waste, DOE has decided that TRU
waste would be sent to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP), and
hazardous waste would continue to be shipped off-site for treatment
and disposal. For management of LLW and mixed LLW,  DOE prefers
regional disposal at Hanford and Nevada Test Site.  A ROD for LLW
and mixed LLW treatment and disposal was issued in February 2000
(65 FR 10061, February 25, 2000) which is consistent with the
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